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Part Ten

Our Lady of Walsingham



Preliminary:

Holy Places, 
Shrines, & 
Pilgrimages

Canterbury Pilgrims



Holy Places
• Idea common to many world religions

• Paradox—God is everywhere, yet becomes 
especially present and available in certain 
places (II Chronicles, 6)

James Tissot, King Solomon Dedicates the Temple (c. 1896-1902)
The Jewish Museum, New York



Holy Places in the Old 
Testament



Holy Places in 
Christianity

• Catholic view - Churches 
are consecrated to God as 
places set apart for holy 
purposes

• Presence of Reserved 
Sacrament makes a 
church especially holy

Consecration of a Church
(Bishop Consecrating Altar with Holy Oil)

Antonio Tempesta (c. 1555-1630
Royal Collections, Windsor Castle



Shrines
• A building or edifice where people worship 

on account of its association with a holy 
person (saint) or a holy event (e.g., an 
apparition or miracle)

• Often repositories of relics associated with 
the person or event

Basilica of St.-Thérèse, Lisieux, France



Pilgrimage

• A journey with religious or spiritual 
significance

• Destination often a holy place or a shrine
• Not the same as a retreat but may involve 

retreat-like elements
• Biblical model – Israelites’ journey towards 

the Promised Land
• Metaphor for the Christian journey through 

this world towards our heavenly destination

Pilgrims on Camino de Santiago



Pilgrimages in Christianity

• From third and fourth centuries Christians begin visiting 
Holy Land and other places mentioned in Bible 

• Empress Helena visits Holy Land 326-328 AD, excavates 
holy sites and builds churches which become pilgrimage 
destinations (e. g. Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem, Basilica of 
the Nativity in Bethlehem)



Famous Christian 
Pilgrimage Sites

• Assisi (Italy)

• Canterbury (England)

• Guadalupe (Mexico City)
• Rome (Italy)

• Santiago de Compostella (Spain)

And many, many others!

Assisi



Possible Reasons for going on Pilgrimage

• To enrich one’s spiritual life

• To fulfill a vow

• To seek a particular grace or favor
• To give thanks for a grace or favor received

• To repent of sin
• To seek healing

• To intercede for others

Ex Voto Offerings



Walsingham – The Legend
• Virgin Mary appears to Lady Richeldis de Faverches in 1061

• Requests construction of a replica of the Holy House of 
Nazareth, shown in a vision

• Richeldis has the house constructed on the site requested, 
where a miraculous well springs up



The Holy 
House

• Devotion to the Holy House also 
found in Nazareth itself (Basilica 
of the Annunciation) and Loreto, 
Italy (from 1295)

• The Holy House of Walsingham 
becomes “England’s Nazareth”

• Statue of Our Lady of 
Walsingham becomes focus of 
devotion within the Holy House

Holy House Pilgrim Badge



Medieval Pilgrimage

• Augustinians establish Priory in 1153 and build larger 
church enclosing Holy House in 15th century

• In 1226 King Henry III becomes first in series of English 
monarchs to make the pilgrimage over 3 centuries

• Most popular pilgrimage in England after Canterbury
• Road from London – and Milky Way in the night sky –

becomes known as “Walsingham Way”

• Last stop is Slipper Chapel, where pilgrims remove shoes 
to walk last mile into Walsingham barefoot

• Erasmus of Rotterdam visits Walsingham in 1511



Destruction
• Pilgrimages become target of criticism 

by 15th-century Lollards and 16th-
century Protestant Reformers

• During Dissolution of Monasteries, 
agents of King Henry VIII disband 
Walsingham Priory, raze Holy House, 
and take statue to London to be 
burned (1538)

• Memory of the pilgrimage fades but 
does not disappear completely

Walsingham Priory Arch



Restoration – First Steps

• Interest in Walsingham grows in late-nineteenth century 
among both Anglicans and Roman Catholics

• 1887—“Walsingham Chapel” built in Anglican Church of 
Saint Mary the Virgin in Buxted, Sussex to exact dimensions 
of the medieval Holy House

• 1897—Smaller scale replica of Holy House of Loreto built in 
RC Church of the Annunciation, King’s Lynn (27 miles west 
of Walsingham)

• 1897—RC convert Charlotte Boyd buys Slipper Chapel and 
restores it for Catholic worship 

Slipper Chapel



The Statue Restored

• 1922—Fr. Alfred Hope Patten installs statue copied 
from medieval Priory seal in Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin in Walsingham

• Twentieth-century Anglican pilgrimages begin

• Bishop of Norwich tries to restrict devotions to Our 
Lady of Walsingham during 1920s



The Anglican Shrine
• 1931—Fr. Patten translates image 

to new shrine church built on 
private land across the road from 
medieval Priory ruins

• Site of shrine church happens to 
have its own springing well

• Buildings include lodgings for up 
to 200 pilgrims, refectory, pub

• Extensive grounds with shrines 
and chapels



Roman Catholic 
National Shrine

• 1934 - RC Archbishop of 
Westminster, Cardinal Bourne, 
designates Slipper Chapel 
National Shrine of OLW

• Initial Bitter rivalry between the 
two shrines gives way to 
ecumenical friendship & 
cooperation in later decades of 
twentieth century

Chapel of Reconciliation



Anglican Devotion to Our Lady 
of Walsingham

• Many Anglo-Catholic churches throughout Anglican 
Communion have statues of Our Lady of Walsingham, with 
regular devotions

• Many who have made the pilgrimage belong to the Society 
of Our Lady of Walsingham, with prayer cells in many 
parishes

Walsingham Shrine
Grace Episcopal Church, Sheboygan, WI


