
            

Second Sunday 
after  

Christmas day 

YEAR A B C 

Jeremiah  31:7-14 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah 
I shall lead them back in mercy - both the blind and the lame. 

Thus says the Lord: “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and 
raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, 
and say, ‘The Lord has saved his people, the remnant of Israel.’  
Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather 
them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind 
and the lame, the woman with child and her who is in travail, 
together; a great company, they shall return here.  With weeping 
they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I 
will make them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 
which they shall not stumble; for I am a father to Israel, and 
Ephraim is my firstborn.  Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands afar off; say, ‘He who scattered 
Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd 
keeps his flock.’  For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has 
redeemed him from hands too strong for him.  They shall come 
and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant 
over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the 
oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall 
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be like a watered garden, and they shall languish no more.  Then 
shall the maidens rejoice in the dance, and the young men and 
the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will 
comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will feast the 
soul of the priests with abundance, and my people shall be 
satisfied with my goodness, says the Lord.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Psalm 84 [page 707]  or Psalm 84:1-8 [page 707] 

Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18 

A reading from the epistle of Paul to the Ephesians 
He has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in Jesus. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.  He 
destined us in love to be His sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of His will, to the praise of His 
glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give 
thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit 
of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him, having 
the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is 
the hope to which He has called you, what are the riches of His 
glorious inheritance in the saints. 

The Word of the Lord. 
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Matthew 2:1-12 
  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.   
We have seen His star in the east, 
and have come to worship Him. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.   
  

The X Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 according to Matthew  

  

We have come from the east to worship the King. 
  

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born king of the 
Jews?  For we have seen His star in the East, and have come to 
worship Him.”  When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
govern my people Israel.’”  Then Herod summoned the wise 
men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the Child, and when you have found Him 
bring me word, that I too may come and worship Him.”  When 
they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star 
which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to 
rest over the place where the Child was.  When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the 
house they saw the Child with Mary His mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped Him.  Then, opening their treasures, they 
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offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their 
own country by another way. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
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