
 

The Nativity Of 
the Lord

MASS FOR CHRISTMAS DAY:  
THIRD MASS OF CHRISTMAS 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 
All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of God. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger 
who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces 
salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns.”  Listen!  Your 
sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain 
sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion.  Break forth together 
into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted 
his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  The Lord has bared his 
holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Psalm 98  [page 727] 

Hebrews 1:1-6   

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Hebrews  
In our own times, God spoke to us through his Son. 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways 
by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a 
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Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom He 
also created the worlds.  He is the reflection of God’s glory and 
the exact imprint of God’s very being, and He sustains all things 
by His powerful word.  When He had made purification for sins, 
He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having 
become as much superior to angels as the name He has inherited 
is more excellent than theirs.  For to which of the angels did God 
ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you”?  Or 
again, “I will be His Father, and He will be my Son”?  And 
again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let 
all God's angels worship Him.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Luke 2:1-14[15-20]  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Good News and great joy to all the world; 
today is born our savior, Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

The X Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke 

Today a savior has been born, who is Christ the Lord. 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be enrolled.  This was the first enrollment, when 
Quirin'i-us was governor of Syria.  And all went to be enrolled, each 
to his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 
city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 
enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  And while 
they were there, the time came for her to be delivered.  And she 
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gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped Him in swaddling 
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.  And in that region there were shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with fear.  And the angel said to them, 
“Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is 
pleased!”  When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.”  And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger.  And when they saw it they made known the 
saying which had been told them concerning this child; and all who 
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary kept 
all these things, pondering them in her heart.  And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Mass for Christmas Day: RCL Year B !3



or 

John 1:1-14 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord.  

Today a great light has come upon the earth. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

The X Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld is glory. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God; all things 
were made through Him, and without Him was not anything 
made that was made.  In Him was life, and the life was the light 
of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John.  He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all 
might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness to the light.  The true light that enlightens every man 
was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world 
was made through Him, yet the world knew Him not.  He came to 
His own home, and His own people received Him not.  But to all 
who received Him, who believed in His name, He gave power to 
become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we 
have beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.   

The gospel of the Lord.
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