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Part One 
The Anglican Via Media



The Troubled 16th
Century

1517 – Martin Luther publishes 95 Theses –
beginning Protestant Reformation

1534 – King Henry VIII  – Act of  Supremacy 
breaks with Rome

1549 – First Book of  Common Prayer
(under King Edward VI) 

1559 – Elizabeth I becomes Queen of  
England – Elizabethan Settlement 



By what Authority?
¬ Crucial question for Church and Christians in times of  change and upheaval

¬ What are the sources of authority for the Church’s life? For the lives of Christians?

¬ What are the respective roles of:
¬ Scripture? (And who interprets?)
¬ Tradition and custom?
¬ Individual Christian conscience?
¬ Church leaders and legislative bodies?
¬ Civil government?
¬ Changing cultural norms and values?



By What Authority?

Roman Catholic Church – Council of  Trent 1545-1563

- Affirmed Scripture and Church Tradition as Parallel 
Sources of  Revelation

- Upheld Authority of  Papacy as Interpreter of  
Scripture and Tradition



By What Authority?

Lutheran and Reformed Churches

¬ Principle of  Sola Scriptura – Scripture Alone

¬ Upheld authority of  the individual conscience guided 
by the Holy Spirit to interpret Scripture – “Protestant 
Principle” of  private judgment

¬ Puritans in 16th and 17th centuries promoted Reformed 
theology, argued English Reformation had not gone 
far enough



Richard Hooker 
1554-1600

¬ Priest of  the Church of  England during reign of  
Elizabeth I

¬ Master of  the Temple Church, London (1585-
1591)

¬ Laws of  Ecclesiastical Polity (published 
beginning 1594)

¬ Key influence on subsequent Anglican thought



The Temple Church, London
Public controversy with Puritan Walter Travers

Hooker began writing The Laws of  Ecclesiastical 
Polity to defend the Church of  England against 
Puritan attacks:

- Scripture sole source for Church practice
- Church of  England corrupted by persistence 

of  Roman rites and ceremonies (in Book of  
Common Prayer)

- Bishops should be abolished
- Lay elders should govern Church



The Laws of  
Ecclesiastical Polity
¬ First four books published in 1594

¬ Fifth book published in 1597

¬ Remaining three books published posthumously

Title page of  1666 edition



The Threefold Cord
¬ Ecclesiastes 4:12 – “And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will 

withstand him. A threefold cord is not quickly broken.”

¬ Hooker applied the image to the sources of  authority in the Church:

- Scripture

- Reason

- Tradition

In that order!

(Hooker never spoke of  a “three-legged stool”)



Hooker on Scripture

¬ Primary and supreme source of  authority for the Church’s life

¬ Teaches all things necessary to salvation

¬ Leaves many other questions unaddressed (such as forms of  Church government and 
Church rites and ceremonies)



Hooker on Reason
¬ Understanding of  reason based on teaching of  St. Thomas Aquinas (1224-1275)

¬ God has revealed his truth both in creation (the “Book of  Nature”) and in Scripture

¬ God has implanted reason in the human soul as the faculty that understands God’s 
truth in both natural law and divine law (Scripture)

¬ Reason by itself  cannot attain to the supernatural truths revealed in Scripture (e.g. 
Trinity, Incarnation, Atonement)

¬ Scripture does not contradict reason but completes and perfects it

¬ Divinely-guided reason (recta ratio or “right reason”) interprets and applies 
Scripture’s meaning for the life of  the Church and the world



Hooker on Tradition
¬ Tradition comes third (not second) for Hooker

¬ On issues not decisively settled by Scripture and Reason, the Church is free to 
legislate for itself  according to its long-standing customs

¬ Conservative: “Experience has not found it safe to swerve from the judgment of  
antiquity and the long-continued practice of  the whole Church”

¬ Hooker considered Church government by bishops lawful and convenient, especially 
in monarchies such as England, but not necessary in republics like the Netherlands 
(not the Anglo-Catholic view!)



Lancelot Andrewes 
1555-1626
¬ Court preacher of  King James I

¬ Bishop of  Chichester (1605-1609), Ely (1609-1619) and 
Winchester (1619-1626)

¬ Presided over translation of  Authorized (King James) 
Version of  Bible

¬ Best known work Preces Privatae (Private Prayers)



Lancelot Andrewes 
on the Faith of  the 
Church of  England
“One canon reduced to writing by God himself, 
two testaments, three creeds, four general 
councils, five centuries, and the series of  Fathers 
in that period … determine the boundary of  our 
faith.”

Andrewes’ Tomb in Southwark Cathedral



Andrewes – One Canon, Two Testaments

¬ The Canon of  Holy Scripture defined by the Church under the guidance of  the Holy 
Spirit in (roughly) the first five centuries – critical to discern and define which books 
are authoritative and which are not

¬ Old Testament – Jewish Scriptures – Law, Prophets, and Writings

¬ New Testament – Gospels, Epistles, and Apocalypse

¬ Question of  Apocrypha – Books included in Greek but not Hebrew editions of  the 
Jewish Scriptures



Andrewes – Three Creeds
¬ Apostles Creed – Roman Baptismal Creed

¬ Nicene Creed – Creed of  the Councils of  Nicaea (325) and Constantinople (381) 
recited at the Eucharist

¬ Athanasian Creed – attributed to St. Athanasius (328- 373) but written in Latin in late 
5th or early 6th century Gaul (sometimes recited on Trinity Sunday)

¬ Creeds function as authoritative summaries of  the essential teachings of  Scripture



Andrewes –
Four Councils ¬ Nicaea 325

Defined the co-equality and co-eternity of  
the Father and the Son

¬ Constantinople 381 

Further defined Trinity as three Persons 
in one divine nature

¬ Ephesus 431 
Defined doctrine of  divine nature of  
Christ, Mary as the God-Bearer

¬ Chalcedon 452
Further defined union of  divine and human 
natures in the one Person of  Christ



Andrewes – Five Centuries
¬ Church of  England identifies its faith as that of  the ancient Catholic Church of  the 

first five hundred years –

¬ The Church Fathers (and Mothers) of  this period are reliable (though not infallible) 
guides to the right interpretation of  Scripture 

¬ Theological reflection (mine, not Andrewes!): 

If  Holy Scripture is authoritative, then the same Holy Spirit who guided the Church in 
discerning the Canon of  Scripture likely also guided the Church in formulating the 
Creeds and Councils – as well as in shaping its liturgical traditions and sacramental life 
(e. g. the threefold ministry of  bishops, priests, and deacons)



Fast Forward to 1888 … ¬ Third Lambeth Conference of  
Anglican Communion Bishops



The Lambeth Quadrilateral
Resolution 11, Lambeth Conference of  1888

That, in the opinion of  this Conference, the following Articles supply a basis on which 
approach may be by God's blessing made towards Home Reunion:
(a) The Holy Scriptures of  the Old and New Testaments, as "containing all things necessary to 
salvation," and as being the rule and ultimate standard of  faith.
(b) The Apostles' Creed, as the Baptismal Symbol; and the Nicene Creed, as the sufficient 
statement of  the Christian faith.
(c) The two Sacraments ordained by Christ Himself--Baptism and the Supper of  the Lord--
ministered with unfailing use of  Christ's words of  Institution, and of  the elements ordained by 
Him.
(d) The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the methods of  its administration to the varying 
needs of  the nations and peoples called of  God into the Unity of  His Church.



“No Doctrine of  
Our Own”
¬ “The Anglican Communion, with its fellowship of  

Churches, has a special responsibility at this time in the 
world. We have no doctrine of  our own—we only 
possess the Catholic doctrine of  the Catholic Church 
enshrined in the Catholic creeds, and those creeds we 
hold without addition or diminution.” – Geoffrey 
Fisher, 99th Archbishop of  Canterbury, 1951


