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Where does the term “Anglo-Catholic” 
come from?



Library of  Anglo-
Catholic Theology

Publication began in 1841

Editorial Committee of  19 included key leaders of  
the Oxford Movement, including John Keble, 
Edward Bouverie Pusey, and John Henry Newman

Published 95 volume by 20 writers over 12 years

Most of  the writers published were from the 17th
century – including the “Caroline Divines”



Library of  Anglo-Catholic Theology
Writers published included:

- Lancelot Andrewes (1555-1626)

- William Beveridge (1637-1708)

- John Bramhall (1594-1663)

- William Laud (1573-1645)

- John Cosin (1594-1672)

- Henry Hammond (1605-1660)

- Herbert Thorndike (1598-1672)



Who were the 
Caroline 
Divines?
Anglican Theologians / Church Leaders 
who worked during:

- Reign of  King Charles I (1625-1649)

- Interregnum (1649-1660)

- Reign of  King Charles II (1660-1685)



Key Themes in Caroline 
Theology

¬ Tended to take “Arminian” position affirming free 
will in debates over Predestination

¬ Charles I Declaration on the Articles of  Religion 
(1628) – refused to endorse (or condemn) Calvinist 
view of  predestination defined at Synod of  Dort in 
the Netherlands (1618-1619)

¬ Upheld the Church of  England as preserving the 
beliefs and practices of  the early Church (as opposed 
to both Roman Catholicism and Puritanism)



The Carolines on 
Church and State
¬ Believed and taught the Divine Right of  Kings

¬ Supported the Monarchy in struggles with 
Parliament

¬ Hierarchical world view –as the King should rule 
the state, so Bishops should rule the Church – the 
fates of  Kings and Bishops were intertwined

¬ Belief in the Royal Touch as channel of divine
healing – “Touching for the King’s Evil”



Caroline Liturgical Themes

The Book of  Common 
Prayer – and the principle of  
a written liturgy – preserves 

the Church’s ancient worship

Affirmation of  Real Presence 
of  Christ’s Body and Blood in 

the Eucharistic bread and 
wine (but not Roman 

doctrine of  
Transubstantiation)

Defense of  the Liturgical 
Calendar with its Saints Days, 
Feasts, and Fasts – especially 

Christmas – (but not 
invocation of  Saints)

Promotion of  liturgical 
customs such as bowing, 
kneeling to receive the 

Sacrament, giving rings in 
marriage, etc.

Emphasis on “the beauty of  
holiness” and doing things 

“decently and in order” 
(especially under William 

Laud, Archbishop of  
Canterbury (1633-1645)



Laudian Altar, 
1633



Another 
Laudian Altar
(also 1633)



Caroline 
Devotion

Numerous books of  private devotions (e. g. John Cosin’s
Private Devotions (1627), Lancelot Andrewes’ Preces 
Privatae (published posthumously 1648), and William 
Laud’s Private Devotions (published posthumously 1667) 

Manuals on the spiritual life, especially Jeremy Taylor’s 
The Rule and Exercises of  Holy Living (1650) and Holy 
Dying (1651) – influenced by St. Francis de Sales’ 
Introduction to the Devout Life (1609)

Poetry a key vehicle of  spiritual expression (e. g. George 
Herbert, Richard Crashaw, Andrew Marvell, Henry 
Vaughn, Thomas Traherne)



Caroline Moral 
Theology
¬ A few Caroline writers wrote major systematic works 

on casuistry – case studies in Christian ethics – partly 
to guide Anglican priests in giving spiritual counsel 
during confessions

¬ Key writings include Henry Hammond, Practical 
Catechism (1644), Jeremy Taylor, Ductor Dubitantium
(1660), Robert Sanderson, Cases of  Conscience (1678)

¬ Emphasis on the necessity of  good works as the 
expression of  right faith, the pivotal role of  conscience 
in discerning God’s law, and the development of  
character through the practice of  the virtues



Caroline Pastoral 
Theology

¬ George Herbert’s A Priest to the Temple, or The 
Country Parson (published posthumously 1652) 
expressed the Caroline pastoral ideal

- Public prayers in the Church twice daily

- Systematic visitation of  parishioners

- Comfort the sick and dying

- Alms for the poor



Little Gidding

¬ Nicholas Ferrar ordained deacon in 1627

¬ Ferrar, siblings, and extended families formed a 
religious community based in village manor house

¬ Rigorous recitation of  the Prayer Book Offices

¬ Program of  good works in the neighborhood

¬ Visited by King Charles I on multiple occasions

¬ Community dispersed during English Civil War

¬ Idealized by 19th-century Anglo-Catholics

¬ Subject of  poem by T. S. Eliot (1945)



King Charles 
the Martyr

¬ Charles I beheaded on January 30, 1649

¬ Cult of  the Royal Martyr spreads immediately

¬ Anglicanism becomes an underground faith in England

¬ Upon restoration of  Monarchy in 1660, Church of  
England is restored on Caroline principles

¬ Anniversary of  Charles’ martyrdom is added to the 1662 
Book of  Common Prayer as a public fasting day


